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CONFIDENTIAL MBFR VIENNA 0046 

FROM US MBFR REP 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PARM, NATO 

SUBJECT: MBFR NEGOTIATIONS: CHAIRMAN S WEEKLY REPORT FOR THE 
PERIOD 27 MAY - 2 JUNE 1974 

1. BEGIN TEXT. IN ACCORDANCE WITH PARAGRAPH 67 OF 
C-M(73)83 (FINAL), THE FOLLOWING REPORT IS SUBMITTED, 

FOLLOWING CONSULTATION WITH THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE 
AD HOC GROUP, AS THE REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN (ITALY) 

ON THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE AD HOC GROUP FOR THE WEEK 
ENDING 2 JUNE, 1974. 

2. THE GROUP REVIEWED THE INFORMAL MEETING OF 28 MAY, 

1974. EXPLAINING THEIR VIEWS ON THE BASIS OF THESE 
INFORMAL MEETINGS, THE ALLIES TOOK THE POSITION 
THAT THE FOCUS SHOULD BE MAINTAINED ON THE AGREED 
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TOPIC OF WHOSE FORCES SHOULD BE REDUCED FROM THE 
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OUTSET WITH A VIEW OF REACHING A CONCLUSION BEFORE 
MOVING TO OTHER ISSUES. THIS CONCLUSION WOULD ONLY BE 
A TENTATIVE ONE BECAUSE IT WOULD BE CONTINGENT ON 
SUBSEQUENT RESOLUTION OF OTHER ISSUES OF NEGOTIATIONS. 
THE ALLIED STATEMENT THEN RETURNED TO THE STATEMENT 
MADE ON 22 MAY, TO THE POSSIBILITY OF A NON-INCREASE 
FORMULA AS PART OF THE PHASE I AGREEMENT, AND 
EXPLAINED THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A NON-INCREASE 
COMMITMENT AND A SYMBOLIC REDUCTION WHICH WAS NOT 
ACCEPTABLE. 

3. THE GROUP NOTED THAT AT THIS INFORMAL MEETING, THE 
SOVIET REPRESENTATIVE AGREED THAT THE ALLIED NON- 
INCREASE PROPOSAL DID MEET A CRITICISM OFTEN RAISED 
BY THE EAST. EASTERN REPRESENTATIVES ASKED WHY IT DID 
NOT ALSO COVER ARMAMENTS AND CLAIMED THAT THE IDEA OF 
LIMITED DURATION CREATED INEQUITY FOR THE EAST, SINCE 
SOVIET AND US OBLIGATIONS TO REDUCE THEIR FORCES WOULD 
BE OF INDEFINITE DURATION. 

4. THE GROUP PREPARED THE REPORT FOR MINISTERS 

ON STATUS OF THE MBFR NEGOTIATIONS WHICH WAS SENT BY 
SPECIAL MESSAGE TO THE SECRETARY GENERAL AND CAPITALS 
ON 29 MAY. 

5. THE GROUP NOTED THAT AT THE PLENARY MEETING OF 
30 MAY, THE EASTERN PRESENTATION GIVEN BY THE SOVIET 
REPRESENTATIVE, DESCRIBED THE ALLIED PROPOSAL OF 
UNEQUAL REDUCTIONS LEADING TO A COMMON CEILING OF 
GROUND FORCES AS UNACCEPTABLE. THERE MAY BE DIS- 
PARITIES IN CERTAIN ELEMENTS OF FORCES, BUT THE 
RELATIONSHIP ON BOTH SIDES IN CENTRAL EUROPE, TAKEN 
AS A WHOLE, IS IN HIS VIEW CHARACTERIZED BY 
APPROXIMATE PARITY. 

6. FOR THE PLENARY SESSION ON 6 JUNE, 1974, THE GROUP 
AGREED THE OUTLINE OF A STATEMENT ON PHASING TO BE 
DELIVERED BY THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC 
OF GERMANY. AT THE SAME OCCASION, THE US REPRESENTATIVE 
WILL REPLY TO CERTAIN POINTS OF CRITICISM RAISED BY THE 
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SOVIET REPRESENTATIVE CONCERNING DATA. 

7. FINALLY, THE GROUP PREPARED THE TALKING POINTS 

FOR THE INFORMAL MEETING ON 4 JUNE, WHICH WILL MENTION 
THE ALLIED POSITION ON THE "FIXED PERIOD OF TIME" AND 
THE "REVIEW PROCEDURE” (IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE COUNCIL 
GUIDANCE OF 17 MAY, 1974, C-M(74)30(REVISED). END TEXT. 

RESOR 
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